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Dr. Chan Nao John Liu, emeritus professor of anatomy, died on February 19, 2002
at the age of 92.



Dr. Liu graduated from Peiping Normal University school of Arts and Sciences in
China in 1937. He worked at Peiping Union Medical College from 1937 to 1941, was an
Instructor in anatomy at National Kwei Yang Medical College from 1941 to 1943, and an
assistant professor of anatomy there from 1943 to 1946. From 1946 to 1947 he was a
research fellow for the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis at the University of
Washington, Seattle.

Dr. Liu came to Penn as an instructor of anatomy in 1947. He received his Ph D. in
anatomy at Penn in 1949. He was appointed an assistant professor of anatomy in 1952,
tenured as an associate professor in 1958, and promoted to professor in 1962. Dr. Liu was
the first professor of Chinese descent in the School of Medicine. He received a Lindback
Award for distinguished teaching in 1974 and became emeritus professor in 1978. Dr. Liu
trained several generations of Penn Medical students in Gross Anatomy. Several members
of the present faculty of the department of Cell and Developmental Biology were trained
in Gross Anatomy by Dr. Liu. Thus his teaching skills have been passed on to the present
classes of Penn medical students. He also trained a number of graduate students,
including many from abroad, especially Taiwan.

Dr. Liu was a pioneer of regeneration of spinal cord injury research. He worked
closely with Dr. William Chambers in the 1950° s on pioneering research that provided
evidence that spinal injury stimulated significant growth in neurons in areas adjacent to
the injured site. Dr. Liu, was affiliated with the Institute for Neurological Sciences from
the time of its founding in December 1953 and served as one of the senior members of the
Institute for an entire decade prior to his retirement in July 1978. Dr. Liu continued
working in the laboratory for more than twenty years beyond the then mandatory
retirement age. He also continued to travel to China giving invited lectures in the
People” s Republic of China and Taiwan.

He was a member of the American Association of Anatomy (1950), the Society of
Sigma Xi (1957), New York Academy of Science (1960), Academia Sinica, Taiwan
(1968) and a member of the Chinas Academy of
science. In 1982 he became an honorary
professor of Anatomy at Chinese Capital
Medical School. In 1985, he was named
honorary professor of neurology at Hwashi
Medical School and of Pien Chien Medical
College, both 1n China.

Dr. Liu 1s survived by his wife, Chung Yu
Liu, who with their two children traveled from
Hong Kong to join him in the United States in
1949, Mrs. Liu worked with him as his
collaborator and expert in histological staining
techniques. Her expertise in histology was
widely recognized. Mrs. Liu was a research
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specialist in the department of anatomy from 1950 to 1978 her year of retirement.
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